Lesson 22
The Judgeship of Samson
Judges 15:1 – 16:31
· Questions

1. What retaliation did Samson make against the Philistine which angered them (15:1-8)?

2. Why was Samson bound by the men of Judah and taken to Lehi (15:9-13)?

3. What did Samson do to the Philistines at Lehi (15:14-20)?

4. Why did Samson go to Gaza and what happened to him there (16:1-4)?

5. What three lies did Samson tell Delilah concerning his strength (16:4-14)?

6. What truth did Samson tell concerning his strength and what did this result in (16:15-22)?

7. What did the Philistines do to celebrate their victory over Samson (16:23-27)?
8. How did Samson die avenging the Philistines (16:28-31)?

· Digging Deeper

1. What do “Ramathlehi” and “Enhakkore” mean (15:17,19)?
2. Where is Gaza located (16:1)?

3. Who was Dagon and where else in the OT do we read about him (16:23)?
· Applications for Today

1. We should not return evil for evil (15:1-8; Rom. 12:17-21).

2. Sinners and fools trouble their own house (15:11; Prov. 11:29; 14:1; 15:6,29).

3. The rule is: Do unto others, what you would have them do unto you; not, Do unto others what they do unto you (15:11; Mt. 17:12).

4. Give credit to God for your victories and successes (15:18; 1 Cor. 15:10).

5. The Lord is rich toward all who call upon him in time of need (15:19; 16:28; Phil. 4:19;    Heb. 4:16).

6. It takes great faith to fight the Lord’s enemies (15:20; Heb. 11:32).

7. True love does not work ill toward others (16:15; Rom. 13:10; 1 Cor. 13:3-7).
8. Love for the wrong person or thing can lead to one’s downfall (16:16-19; 1 Jn. 2:15-17).

9. Broken vows lead to broken lives (16:17; Mt. 5:37).

10. The Lord leaves those who leave him (16:20; Rom. 1:24,26,28; 2 Tim. 2:12; 2 Jn. 9-11).

11. Strong men like Samson can have a weak character that leads to a tragic downfall (15:3; 16:1,15; Mt. 26:41; 1 Cor. 9:24-27; 10:12).

12. God can strike a straight blow with a crooked stick. God can use foolish, weak, and sinful men like Samson to accomplish his purposes (15:3; 16:1,15; Gen. 45:4-8; Ex. 9:16;             Acts 4:27-28; 8:1-4; Phil. 1:12-19).

